
MINUTES 
 

NOVEMBER 12TH, 2013 
 

GRAND FALLS 
 
 
 

MEETING 
 
 A regular meeting of the Grand Falls Municipal Council was held in the council room at the 
Grand Falls Town Hall at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 12th, 2013, following the notices required 
by law. 
 
PRESENCE 
 
 His Honour the Mayor: 
 
  Richard Keeley 
 
 Councillors: 
      
 John Bellefleur      
 Jean-Paul Proulx 
 Renaud Ouellette    Harry MacPhail 
 Michel Ouellette    Jacques Lafrance 
 
 As well as the CAO-Clerk Peter Michaud and the Deputy Clerk, Lise J. Ouellette. 
 
PRAYER 
 
 The meeting begins with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
 Jean-Paul Proulx / Jacques Lafrance, 
 

  that the agenda is accepted as received.  Carried 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Harry MacPhail, 
  
2013-81 that the minutes from the October 8, 2013 meeting, which copies were 

distributed to Council members, are adopted as received.  Carried  
 
CLOSED SESSIONS 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the reading of the closed meeting items from meetings 

held on October 7, 21 and 28, 2013. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Invitations    5 
 Thanks    2 
 Offer of services, land or other 0 
 Misc. information   8 
 Complaints    0 
 Request for financial support  5 
 Request other than financial support 3 
 Response to a municipal enquiry 0 
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  John Bellefleur / Jacques Lafrance, 
 
2013-082  That the correspondence be accepted as presented and distributed as 

 requested.  Carried 
 
DRINKING WATER 
 
 The potable water analyses for October were received showing « potable water » results.   
 
 John Bellefleur /Renaud Ouellette, 
 
2013-083 that potable water tests be received and filed.  Carried 
 
INTERVENTIONS BY THE PUBLIC – motions and new business 
 

Mayor Keeley explains the proposed motions.  No questions or comments are received from 
the public. 

 
MOTIONS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 POLICE 
 
 The Police Department wishes to remind citizens that distracted driving is illegal and will be 

monitored. 
  
 RECREATION, TOURISM AND CULTURE 
 
 Tournaments, hockey games and other activities are mentioned. 
 Public skating has begun 
 There were 39,662 visitors to the Malabeam centre in 2013 as opposed to 44,260 in 2012.  

This is a good result considering the centre was closed for renovations in May and June. 
 
 CULTURAL SOCIETY 
 
 Tocadéo will present their Christmas concert on November 21st. 
 
 REGIONAL SERVICES COMMISSION – planning 
 
 A total of 23 permits were granted in October, a value of $569,750, as well as seven 

variances. 
 The overall atmosphere within the Commission is difficult given the budget that was 

proposed for 2014. 
 
 ENVIRONMENT 
 
 A 5-year plan has been approved which includes improvements in the municipal garage 

heating system, changing exterior lights to LED, reforestation and improvements to the 
pumping stations. 

 
  FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 2014 budgets will be presented soon. 
 
 Purchasing policy 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Jean-Paul Proulx, 
 
2013-084 That the Grand Falls Municipal Council adopt policy # 2004-02 (R3) as  

  presented.  Carried 
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 General fund adjustment – RCMP 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Harry MacPhail, 
 
2013-085 That an amount of $598.31 be cancelled from accounts receivable in the 

general fund, RCMP J Division client, for overtime in 2012.  Carried 
 

 General fund adjustment – WorkSafe NB 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Harry MacPhail, 
 

2013-086 That an amount of $2,000 be cancelled from accounts receivable in the general 
fund, WorkSafe NB client, for an ad at the CEPSC in 2012.  Carried 

 
 Turkeys – tenders 
 
 John Bellefleur / Renaud Ouellette, 
 
2013-087 That Town Council accept the tender received from the Atlantic Superstore in 

  the amount of $1.49 per pound for Christmas turkeys.  Carried 
 
 It is noted that two tenders were rejected because of errors. 
 
 WAC 2014 
 
 A twinning meeting will be held in Grand Falls on November 28 with Frenchville, ME and 

Témiscouata-sur-le-Lac, Qc. 
 
 GOLF 
 
 The course closed on October 5. 
 A public meeting with golfers was held on October 9.  All is well. 
 
 LIBRARY 
 
 The librarian position is open. 
 Miscellaneous fundraisers in 2013 collected $1,500 in donations for books. 
 
 FIRE 
 
 The Department responded to seven calls in October. 
 Statistics are shared concerning the smoke detector inspection campaign. 
 Thanks to the 18 firemen and women who participated in the campaign. 
 
 FESTIVAL 
 
 Samuel Desjardins remains president for the 2014 festival. 
 
 CENTRAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
 Christmas decorations are being installed downtown. 
 Santa Claus will arrive on December 8 instead of the 15.  Participants to the parade are 

invited. 
 
 WATER AND STREETS 
 
 Water main flushing is finished. 
 Employees repaired three hydrants and two leaks. 
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 REGIONAL SERVICES COMMISSION – administration 
 
 A meeting will be held tomorrow to vote on the proposed 2014 budget.  The town plans to 

vote against said budget but remains open to negotiations.  
 
 Mayor Keeley mentions that, should Grand Falls opt out of the RSC, it is ready to work with 

partners to offer planning services. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 BY-LAW 74 – GFCBDC Inc. 2014 budget 
 
 The Deputy Clerk reads the first reading in full and in title of by-law 74 regarding the 2014 
 budget of the Grand Falls Central Business Development Corporation Inc. 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / John Bellefleur, 
 
 That the Grand Falls Town Council adopt the first reading of by-law 74 as read.  Carried 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the second reading in title of by-law 74. 
 
 Jean-Paul Proulx / Michel "Rocky" Ouellette, 
 
 That the Grand Falls Town Council adopt the second reading of by-law 74 as read.  Carried 
 
COUNCIL INTERVENTION 
 
 The December public meeting will be held on the 3rd Tuesday being December 17. 
 
 Congratulations to Nissan and Massey Ferguson, two new businesses in town. 
 
 Council has received comments concerning the lack of development on the boulevard.  

Mayor Keeley explains that the look of new construction on Broadway will change given the 
new building codes.  Development has also been happening elsewhere in the community 
during the past few years. 

 
 A bottle drive by Council collected $400 for the food bank.  Thanks to Home Hardware and 

Réjean Rioux for their collaboration and to Councillor Proulx for organizing the event. 
 
 The Tree of Hope breakfast will be held on November 29 at the CEPSC. 
 
 Cost sharing – Mayor Keeley informs that the objective for these discussions is to sensitize 

people about the provincial taxation system.  It is time to have these discussions given the 
current revisions to the Municipalities Act.  The objective is also to open discussions with 
the Saint-André Rural Community and LSD’s.  The objective is to attain a balance with 
taxation inside and outside municipal territories.  The Recreation Department will be asked 
to present several scenarios to cover the necessary funding, either by reducing services, 
increasing prices or by implementing a user fee. 

 
 Mayor Keeley also answers to allegations that the town is badly managed and must therefore 

look for funding elsewhere.  Our municipal tax rate is still 6¢ lower than the provincial 
average in spite of the many improvements made in town.  He explains that rural areas are 
built with a portion of municipal taxes as is the case for electric and road infrastructure. 

 
 Welcome sign – Our welcome signs were installed in 2006 with Provincial approval, at 1km 

from the TCH off ramp to Grand Falls, in the LSD as the Saint-André Rural Community 
did not exist yet.  Last year, a welcome to Saint-André sign was put up in Grand Falls at 3.5 
km from the TCH exit to Saint-André without any discussion with the Town.  Since then, 
Council has received numerous complaints from residents and visitors that this sign creates 
confusion and is harming our businesses and tourism industry.  The Town is asking for help 
from the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure to find a solution to the problem. 
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 Replacement of the Little River Bridge – the Department of Transportation and 

Infrastructure has been requested to reactivate the file.  The current situation was deemed 
unacceptable in a study completed in 2008. 

 
PUBLIC INTERVENTION 
 
 Michel Coulombe 
 
 Mr. Coulombe congratulates Council for establishing an improvement tax for the 

Downtown core. 
 
 He objects to Transient Traders being authorised to operate in town such as the sale of 

vehicles last week. He asks Council to re-evaluate its Peddlers By-law. 
 
 Camille Deschênes 
 
 Mr. Deschênes asks who is responsible to cut the tree next to his apartment.  Mayor Keeley 

suggests that he contact the Province who is the landowner. 
 
MEDIA INTERVENTION 
 
 Brunswick News 
 
 Details on the tax increase expected for 2014 are requested.  No details are available yet. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Michel "Rocky" Ouellette / Renaud Ouellette, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________   ______________________________ 
Richard Keeley       Lise J. Ouellette 
Mayor         Deputy Clerk 
         
 
 


