
MINUTES 
 

FEBRUARY 10th, 2015 
 

GRAND FALLS 
 
 
 

MEETING 
 

A regular meeting of the Grand Falls Municipal Council was held in the council room at the 
Grand Falls Town Hall at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 10th, 2015, following the notices 
required by law. 

 
PRESENCE 
 
 His Honour the Mayor: 
 
  Richard Keeley 
 
 Councillors: 
      
 Rino Long     Harry MacPhail 
 Jean-Paul Proulx    Michel Ouellette 
 Renaud Ouellette    Jacques Lafrance 
 Arthelin Rossignol 
    
 As well as the CAO-Clerk Peter Michaud and the Deputy Clerk, Lise J. Ouellette. 
 
PRAYER 
 
 The meeting begins with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
 Arthelin Rossignol / Jean-Paul Proulx, 
 
  that the agenda is accepted as received.  Carried 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 
 Arthelin Rossignol / Harry MacPhail, 
  
2015-001 that the minutes from the December 16, 2014 meeting, which copies were 

distributed to council members, are adopted as received.  Carried 
 
CLOSED SESSIONS 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the reading of items from closed meetings held on 

December 1, 8, 15 and 22, 2014 as well as January 12, 19 and 26, 2015. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Invitations     4 
 Thanks     5 
 Complaints     0 
 Request for financial support  7 
 Request for support (other than financial) 1 
 Offer of services, land or other  2 
 Misc. information (GNB, federal, other) 12 
 Response to a municipal enquiry  4 
 
2015 01 00: 2015 Heritage Week – proclamation request.  Mayor Keeley reads and signs the 

 proclamation for the 2015 Heritage Week. 
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2015 01 05: NB Heart and Stroke Foundation – proclamation request.  Mayor Keeley reads and 

 signs the proclamation for the 2015 Heart Month. 
 
2015 02 09 Suicide Prevention Committee – proclamation request.  Mayor Keeley reads and 

 signs the proclamation for the Suicide Prevention Month. 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Rino Long, 
 
2015-002  that the correspondence is accepted and distributed as  requested.  Carried 
 
DRINKING WATER 
 
 The potable water analyses for December 2014 and January 2015 were received showing 

« potable water » results.   
 
 Arthelin Rossignol / Jean-Paul Proulx, 
 
2015-003 that potable water tests be received and filed.  Carried 
 
INTERVENTIONS BY THE PUBLIC – motions and new business 
 

Mayor Keeley explains the proposed motions.  No questions or comments are received from 
the public. 

 
MOTIONS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 POLICE 
 
 Statistics from the annual report are mentioned. 
 Contract negotiations will begin shortly as the current contract ends on December 31, 2015.  

A consultant will be hired to help the Town find efficiencies within the Department and 
Council is studying the possibility of a new structure. 

 
 Pier-Luc Gauvin – probation period 
 
 Jacques Lafrance / Harry MacPhail, 
 
2015-004 Given that the probation period for Pier-Luc Gauvin has ended, that Mr. 

Gauvin is re-classified as a casual constable for the Grand Falls Police Force.  
Carried 

 
 RECREATION, TOURISM AND CULTURE 
 
 Senior hockey playoffs have begun. 
 Past and future tournaments, miscellaneous activities and championships are mentioned. 
 A coloring book is being prepared by the tourism personnel. 
 As for cultural activities, the annual Frost Day was held on February 8th and was a success. 

Thanks to Tim Horton’s for the free drinks. 
 A diner theater will take place at the P.T.A. on February 14th and Luc Leblanc will be 

performing on February 28th. 
 
 STREETS 
 
 Snow clearing and street widening continues. 
 
 WATER 
 
 A water main was repaired on Madawaska Road. 
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 Accounts receivable, water fund – cancellation 
 
 Arthelin Rossignol / Rino Long, 
 
2015-005 That the amount of $532.80 be cancelled in miscellaneous receivable accounts 

in the Water and Sewer Fund for the year 2014.  Carried 
 
 REGIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION 
 
 A committee has been formed to study emergency services in the region.  An expert will be 

hired to help the committee. 
 
 The RSC will be discussing the airport at its next meeting.  Mayor Keeley explains the letter 

concerning the airport that was published in the newspapers and that Grand Falls has 
accepted to contribute financially to the airport’s operation if all the residents from the 
region do so fairly, including LSD’s. 

 
 The Planning Advisory Committee has approved amendments to by-laws 38 and 39. 
 
 GOLF 
 
 Updates to the irrigation system are planned for this year. 
 Some activities have already been planned for 2015. 
 
 LIBRARY 
 
 The library now offers coffee to its users. 
 The public is informed of the daily activities available at the library. 
 
 FIRE 
 The Department responded to ten calls in January. 
 The curling team has participated in a tournament in St. John. 
 
 DOWNTOWN 
 
 The Corporation thanks the Town for its help with Christmas decorations as well as snow 

removal. 
 
 FESTIVAL 
 Program planning is going well.  The committee expects that the program will be ready at the 

end of March. Kiosks will be available for rent during the festival. 
 
 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Property evaluations in town have increased by $5 million from 2014 to 2015. 
 The Leblanc, Nadeau firm will begin the 2014 audit in the next few weeks. 
 
 Request for authorisation 
 
 Rino Long / Renaud Ouellette, 
 
2015-006 That the Town of Grand Falls requests to the Capital Borrowing Board the 

authorisation to borrow the maximum amount of $1,710,000 for a maximum of 
15 years, distributed as follows: 

 
   Purpose   Amount  Duration 
   Planning   $714,000  10 years 
   Transportation  $275,000  10 years 
   Transportation  $721,000  15 years 
   Interim financing          $2,870,000   2 years 
 
        Carried 
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 Jeux de l’Acadie 2018 
 
 Jean-Paul Proulx / Rino Long, 
 
2015-007 Considering that the Town of Grand Falls wishes to collaborate with the 

Saint-André Rural Community, the Village of Drummond and the Town of 
Saint-Léonard; 

 Considering that the four municipalities jointly hold the resources and the 
expertise to host the Jeux de l’Acadie; 

 Considering that a call for candidates has been launched; 
 It is resolved that the Grand Falls Town Council supports the joint 

presentation of an application in order to host the 2018 Jeux de l’Acadie.  
Carried 

 
 Accounts receivable, general fund – cancellation 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Arthelin Rossignol, 
 
2015-008 That the amount of $2,427.41 be cancelled in miscellaneous receivable 

accounts in the General Fund for the year 2014.  Carried 
 

Financing request 
 
Rino Long /Renaud Ouellette, 
 

2015-009 It is resolved that the Clerk, Treasurer or Mayor be authorized to issue and 
sell to the New Brunswick Municipal Finance Corporation a Municipality of 
Grand Falls debenture in the principal amount of  $1,200,000 on such terms 
and conditions as are recommended by the New Brunswick Municipal 
Finance Corporation, and be it resolved that the Municipality of Grand Falls 
agrees to issue post-dated cheques payable to the New Brunswick Municipal 
Finance Corporation as and when they are requested in payment of principal 
and interest charges on the above debenture.  Carried 

 
Financing request 
 
Rino Long / Arthelin Rossignol, 
 

2015-010 It is resolved that the Clerk, Treasurer or Mayor be authorized to issue and 
sell to the New Brunswick Municipal Finance Corporation a Municipality of 
Grand Falls debenture in the principal amount of  $102,000 on such terms and 
conditions as are recommended by the New Brunswick Municipal Finance 
Corporation, and be it resolved that the Municipality of Grand Falls agrees to 
issue post-dated cheques payable to the New Brunswick Municipal Finance 
Corporation as and when they are requested in payment of principal and 
interest charges on the above debenture.  Carried 

 
 Mayor Keeley reiterates that municipal finances are in good shape.  Many important 

infrastructures are new and the Town has made good investments.  Thanks to the employees 
of the Administration Department for their collaboration.  He also believes that Council 
must act responsibly in this time of slow economic growth. 

 
 COMMUNITY HEALTH COMMITTEE 
 
 Councillor Long reiterates the importance of our hospital in the wake of the Health 

Minister’s recent comments.  It’s important that people get involved to protect it. 
 
 Mayor Keeley asks that the province not target only small communities but that the cuts, if 

there are any, be fair. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
 By-law 38 – Construction 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the first reading, by section, following notices published 

under section 12 of the Municipalities Act. 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Arthelin Rossignol, 
 
 that the Grand Falls Town Council adopts the first reading of By-law 38, A by-law 

entitled the Town of Grand Falls Building By-law as read.  Carried 
 

 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the second reading of By-law 38. 
 
 Rino Long / Harry MacPhail, 
 
 that the Grand Falls Town Council adopts the second reading of By-law 38 as read.  

Carried 
 

 It is noted that the third and final reading will be done at a special meeting on February 16 at 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 By-law 39 – Subdivision 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the first reading of By-law 39, by sections, following 

notices published under section 12 of the Municipalities Act. 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Michel Ouellette, 
 

 that the Grand Falls Town Council adopts the first reading of By-law 39, A by-law 
entitled the Town of Grand Falls Subdivision By-law as read.  Carried 

 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the second reading of By-law 39. 
 
 Rino Long / Harry MacPhail, 
 
 that the Grand Falls Town Council adopts the second reading of By-law 39, A by-law 

entitled the Town of Grand Falls Subdivision By-law as read.  Carried 
 

COUNCIL INTERVENTION 
 
 Sales and newspapers – home delivery 
 
 The Mayor and Deputy Mayor explain Council’s intent to prohibit home delivery of flyers, 

catalogs and newspapers unless residents say differently.  Comments from citizens are 
encouraged.  Council was prompted to consider this action by the many complaints received 
year after year. 

 
 Airport 
 
 Councillor Lafrance questions the problems with the airport and its sale to the private sector.  

Mayor Keeley specifies that Council’s motivation in participating in this matter is to maintain 
essential services and promote economic development. 

 
 Rino Long – acknowledgements 
 
 Councillor Long thanks council for permitting him to take part in council meetings via “S 
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INTERVENTIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
 Charles Kavanaugh 
 
 The Fire Chief talks about Fire Prevention Week.  He participated in workshops last week 

on different subjects that included many groups.  Chief Kavanaugh informs council 
concerning the requests that were generated from these sessions.  Mayor Keeley thanks the 
Fire Chief for representing the town at the workshops. 

 
 Martin Bérubé 
 
 Mr. Bérubé supports council’s opinions concerning the airport, flyers and hospital. 
 
 Camille Deschênes 
 
 Mr. Deschênes believes home delivery of flyers should continue for the elderly. 
 
MEDIA INTERVENTION 
 
 Madeleine Leclerc, Brunswick News reporter, will bring the problem with home delivery to 

the attention of her bosses. 
 Revision of animal by-laws – the subject is still being studied.  Council hopes to find middle 

ground and that citizens will respect each other in this matter. 
 There are questions whether it is legal or not to trap cats in town.  Provincial law should be 

consulted in this regard. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Arthelin Rossignol / Renaud Ouellette, that the meeting is adjourned at 8:35 p.m. Carried  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________   ______________________________ 
Richard Keeley      Lise J. Ouellette 
Mayor        Deputy Clerk   


