
MINUTES 
 

SEPTEMBER 9th, 2014 
 

GRAND FALLS 
 
 
 

MEETING 
 

A regular meeting of the Grand Falls Municipal Council was held in the council room at the 
Grand Falls Town Hall at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 9th, 2014, following the notices 
required by law. 

 
PRESENCE 
 
 His Honour the Mayor: 
 
  Richard Keeley 
 
 Councillors: 
      
 John Bellefleur     Harry MacPhail 
 Jean-Paul Proulx    Michel Ouellette 
 Renaud Ouellette    Jacques Lafrance 
     
 
 As well as the CAO-Clerk Peter Michaud and the Deputy Clerk, Lise J. Ouellette. 
 
PRAYER 
 
 The meeting begins with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
 John Bellefleur / Jacques Lafrance, 
 
  that the agenda is accepted as received.  Carried 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Jean-Paul Proulx, 
  
2014-060 that the minutes from the August 12, 2014 meeting, which copies were 

distributed to Council members, are adopted as received.  Carried 
 
CLOSED SESSIONS 
 
 The Deputy Clerk proceeds with the reading of the closed meeting items from meetings 

held on August 11 and 18, 2014. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Invitations     9 
 Thanks     1 
 Offer of services, land or other  0 
 Misc. information    6 
 Complaints     0 
 Request for financial support  0 
 Request other than financial support  0 
 Response to a municipal enquiry  0 
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 Harry MacPhail / Renaud Ouellette, 

 
2014-061  that the correspondence is accepted as presented and distributed as 

 requested.  Carried 
 
DRINKING WATER 
 
 The potable water analyses for August were received showing « potable water » results.   
 
 John Bellefleur /Harry MacPhail, 
 
2014-062 that potable water tests be received and filed.  Carried 
 
INTERVENTIONS BY THE PUBLIC – motions and new business 
 

Mayor Keeley explains the proposed motions.  No questions or comments are received from 
the public. 

 
MOTIONS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 POLICE 
 
  Speeding has been noticed on Route 108. Police will monitor speeding along Route 108 in 

the vicinity of the Ron Turcotte Bridge. 
 
 RECREATION, TOURISM AND CULTURE 
 
 The ice surface is now ready and the rink is open. 
 Activities and results from hockey and baseball teams are reported. 
 Registrations are open at the CEPSC for fall and winter activities. 
 Bruce Winchester will be inducted in the Sports Hall of Fame on September 22.  Tickets are 

$10 each. 
 The LaRochelle center is closed, the camping will close on Sunday and the Malabeam center 

will close October 10th. 
 Grand Falls is participating in a pilot project that will furnish a report indicating where our 

visitors come from. 
 The Beer Fest will take place on October 18th. Tickets are $30. 
 
 ENVIRONMENT 
 
 The Town launched a reforestation project on September 3rd.  The Town will plant trees on 

land belonging to the Province along the St. John River and elsewhere in an effort to control 
erosion, embellish the sites and improve air quality. 

 
 REGIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION – planning 
 
 A total of 13 permits were given in August with a total value of $837,100. 
 No variance was requested in our region. 
 
 726, 4th Avenue – nominations 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Jean-Paul Proulx,  
 
2014-63 That Peter Michaud, Rosaire Leclerc and Michèle Gagnon are appointed as 

officers per Section 190 of the Municipalities Act for the purpose of the 
Dangerous or Unsightly Premises By-Law in the case of 726, 4th Avenue.  
Carried 

 
 Municipal Council asks that citizens cooperate in maintaining their properties in an 

acceptable manner. 
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 CONGRÈS MONDIAL ACADIEN 2014 
 
 The Congress was of great benefit to the region and good reviews were received.  The 

Deputy Mayor mentions that it was important to take advantage of the Congress to forge 
partnerships with local communities in Quebec and Maine.  He believes it was mission 
accomplished and Council hopes that the partnerships will continue in the future. 

 
 The Deputy Mayor thanks the employees who helped during the Congress and who did the 

Town proud as well as the Mayor, Council and the local committee.  Council thanks the 
Deputy Mayor in the name of the community for accepting to lead this event for Council. 

 
 Mayor Keeley mentions that pride was evident on the faces of those who worked on the 

CEPSC project.  The infrastructure was perfect for the international ExpoMonde. 
 
 Councilor Lafrance noted that Grand Falls was well represented at the closing ceremonies. 
 
 GOLF  
 
 The season is coming to a close although there are still tournaments to come.  

Congratulations to the employees who maintain the course in excellent condition. 
 Councillor MacPhail will give the Grand Falls Gazette, the club newspaper, to the media. 
 
 Councillor M. Ouellette mentions that golfers from outside of the region are mostly in 

agreement that the Grand Falls course is the region’s most beautiful. 
 
 POTATO FESTIVAL 
 
 The annual meeting was held last week.  The organization reported a slight profit. 
 The President, Samuel Desjardins, as well as two others have resigned from the committee.  

Elections will take place at the next meeting. 
 
 FEU 
 
 The Department responded to three calls in August. 
 The smoke detector campaign begins September 29th. 
 A delegation of firefighters will attend ceremonies in Ottawa commemorating firefighters 

who were lost in the line of duty in 2013 and 2014. 
 
 STREETS / WATER 
 
 The employees are busy repairing damages caused by the last rain storm. 
 In August, employees helped with the CMA, built a new sidewalk on Évangéline Street, a 

curb on Laforest Street and saw to the chip sealing of Thériault Street. 
 
 Used vehicles 
 
 John Bellefleur / Renaud Ouellette, 
 
2014-64 That the highest tender received from Josh Spencer in the amount of $601 plus 

tax for the 2006 truck and $581 plus tax for the 2006 Chevrolet is accepted.  
Carried 

 
 Other prices received: Paul Savage $302 and $252 
    D & N Metals $336 and $336 
 
 Scrap metal 
 
 John Bellefleur / Jean-Paul Proulx, 
 
2014-65 That the tender received from D & N Metals Co. Ltd. for scrap metal is 

accepted.  Carried 
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 This was the only tender received. 
 
 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
 The candidates from the four provincial parties will be presenting their election platforms 

during an event organised by the Chamber of Commerce on September 11th at the Près-du-
Lac at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 FALLS VILLA 
 
 In the absence of Councillor Long, Mayor Keeley gives the Villa’s report. 
 
 The Administration will be revising its policy on accidents. 
 The Department has asked that the heating system be evaluated.  The corroded pipes will be 

repaired in 2015. 
 A request for more beds was refused. 
 

COUNCIL INTERVENTION 
 
 Mayor Keeley thanks everyone for their collaboration concerning loitering on Broadway 

Boulevard.  He asks that the steps to the bandstand be kept clear. 
 
 Mayor Keeley mentions that regular work will resume after a busy summer.  He thanks 

Councillor Proulx  as well as the volunteers for their implication with baseball association.  
The provincial tournament was a great success. 

 
 The Town hopes that the Ron Turcotte monument will be installed in October. 
 
 Financial revisions will take place shortly as well as a revision of the councillors’ tasks. 
 
 Councillor Lafrance thanks the media for their implication during recent events and their 

continued support. 
 
PUBLIC INTERVENTION - other 
 
 Guy Boucher 
 

Mr. Boucher requests that Council call tenders for the skate sharpening contract.  The 
request will be brought to the RTC Committee for recommendation to Council. 

 
 Lionel Arsenault 
 
 Mr. Arsenault thanks Council for their support during the 2014 CMA. 
 
 He questions if the Town will participate in the MADA program for the elderly and 

mentions that the project ended in August. Mayor Keeley explains that the Town ran out of 
time given the activities last summer.  He proposes that a regional network be set up to look 
into services for the elderly given that such a service would surely be regional in nature. 

 
 Danny Zolondek 
 
 Mr. Zolondek questions Council’s interest concerning employment possibilities in the 

technology field and concerning long term contracts with technology businesses.  Mayor 
Keeley responds that Grand Falls is interested and open to any possibility if a concrete 
project is submitted to the Municipality. 

 
 Mr. Zolondek questions if Council is ready to recover the generating station and the dam.  

Mayor Keeley indicates that the infrastructure belongs to NB Power and is not for sale.  He 
reiterates that Grand Falls enjoys a long term partnership with NB Power. 
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 Mayor Keeley does not agree with comments made about NB Power’s lack of collaboration 

concerning the amount of water flowing over the falls.  The financial effects of our requests 
on other citizens of the province need to be taken into consideration. He is also of the 
opinion that such a debate should not have taken place during the CMA. 

 
 Jean-Yves Roy 
 
 Mr. Roy asks if Council is interested in welcoming up to 250 jobs and in signing a 10 to 20 

year service contract.  He also questions if the Town is ready to receive a provincial 
department in this region.  Mayor Keeley indicates that concrete proposals will be evaluated. 

 
 Mr. Roy proposes federal and provincial infrastructure programs to improve municipal 

capacities. The Mayor indicates that social programs are not usually the responsibility of a 
town our size. 

 
 Mr. Roy asks if the 2014-2015 budget is ready and what amount is necessary to balance the 

budget and have funds left over.   Mayor Keeley explains that the 2015 budget process will 
only begin in October. 

 
MEDIA INTERVENTION 
 
 Precisions are asked concerning the job description of the officers appointed for unsightly 

premises.  Mayor Keeley explains that these people are designated as contact persons to 
deliver notices and other tasks. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Renaud Ouellette / Michel "Rocky" Ouellette, that the meeting is adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Carried  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________   ______________________________ 
Richard Keeley      Lise J. Ouellette 
Mayor        Deputy Clerk   


